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	Text1: 5/15/2017
	Text2: Seat Belt Enforcement Campaign Begins in Neptune
	Text3: (Neptune, NJ) – Law enforcement officers from the Neptune Township Police Department will join with police from around the country in cracking down on unbuckled motorists and passengers as part of the national “Click it or Ticket” campaign. Beginning May 22 and running through June 4, the annual “Click It or Ticket” initiative utilizes high visibility seat belt checkpoints and directed patrols, in combination with local and national publicity efforts, to reiterate the life-saving value of seat belts.  A key focus of this year’s campaign is to promote seat belt usage by adults in all seating positions in the vehicle, both front AND rear seats. The front seat belt usage rate in New Jersey currently stands at 93.35%, but adults riding in rear seats are buckling up at a significantly lower rate. “This initiative will remind drivers that safety should be their top priority. Using a seat belt is one of the simplest ways to reduce the risk of injury during a crash.” Chief James M. Hunt, Jr. said. “We’re excited to see that front seat belt usage is near 94%, but we would like to see rear passengers buckling up just as frequently.” During the 2016 “Click it or Ticket” campaign, 387 New Jersey police agencies participated in the two-week initiative.  As a result of the effort, law enforcement officers issued 26,551 seat belt citations, 5,517 speeding summonses and made 876 impaired driving arrests. In Neptune Township, officers issued 71 seat belt summonses as well as 101 summonses for other violations.
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